
From: Rachael Stevie (CD)
To: Nathan Weis; "Jeff King"
Cc: Jeremy Johnston
Subject: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Transmittal of Comments & Request for Cultural Resources Survey
Date: Tuesday, September 14, 2021 8:51:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png
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Good morning,
 
Please see attached correspondence regarding your SEPA application.  I plan on issuing your MDNS
on Thursday.
 
Thanks so much and let me know if you have questions!
 

  Planner I 
  Kittitas County 
  Community Development Services
  411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2
  Ellensburg, WA 98926
  509-962-7637
  rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
 

mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
mailto:nathan@inlandcell.com
mailto:jeff@landandwildlife.com
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COMMUNITY PLANNING  BUILDING INSPECTION  PLAN REVIEW  ADMINISTRATION  PERMIT SERVICES  CODE ENFORCEMENT  


KITTITAS COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA  98926 


CDS@CO.KITTITAS.WA.US 
Office (509) 962-7506 


 
                                                                                                                                                                         


“Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 


                                                                                                                                                                         


September 14, 2021 
 
Sparks Park LLC 
PO Box 688 
Roslyn, WA 98941 
nathan@inlandcell.com  
 
RE: Sparks Park SEPA Application (SE-18-00008) –Transmittal of Comments and Request for Cultural 
Resources Survey 
 


Parcel #  778834 
  


Dear Applicant, 
 
Enclosed are the comments received regarding the SEPA application (SE-18-00008) during the comment period: 
 
August 12, 2021  Washington State Department of Natural Resources – Shane Early 
August 12, 2021  Yakama Nation Fisheries Program 
August 14, 2021  Kittitas County Fire District 3 – Chris Helgeson 
August 16 & 24, 2021  Washington State Department of Fish & Wildlife – Scott Downes 
August 19, 2021  Yakama Nation Cultural Resources Program – Jessica Lally 
August 25, 2021  Kittitas County Public Health – Holly Erdman 
August 26, 2021  Kittitas County Public Works – Plan Review Team 
August 26, 2021  Department of Archaeology & History Preservation – Sydney Hanson 
August 31, 2021  Washington State Department of Fish & Wildlife – Scott Downes 
  
The Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation and Yakama Nation both requested an Archaeological 
Survey be completed for their further review of the site.  Because the project location is in an area of high probability 
with archaeological resources in close proximity and known and previously documented high intensity ancestral use, 
CDS plans on issuing a Mitigated Determination of Nonsignificance that will include a condition that the applicant will 
provide a cultural resources survey or otherwise satisfy the cultural resource concerns of DAHP and the concerned 
Tribe. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, I can be reached by e mail at rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rachael Stevie 
Planner I 
Kittitas County Community Development Services 
411 N Ruby St # 2, Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
cc:  Jeff King, other contact person     via email 


Jeremy Johnston, Planning Official    via email  
 



mailto:nathan@inlandcell.com
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From: Early, Shane (DNR)
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Cc: MAUNEY, MARTY (DNR); YOUNG, BRENDA (DNR); KELLER, ERIC (DNR)
Subject: RE: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application
Date: Thursday, August 12, 2021 9:01:06 AM
Attachments: image002.png


image003.png


CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.


 


Good morning,
 
Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) would like to express our appreciation for the
opportunity to provide comments on this project (Sparks Park).  Based on a cursory review of the
project area, previous Forest Practices Applications (FPA’s), and information included on the SEPA
checklist, the DNR would like to note that the removal of trees as part of the ground actions will
require an approved Class IV-General FPA, prior to timber harvest and removal of stumps.  These
actions constitute the conversion to non-forestry, which requires SEPA review, thus the SEPA
determination issued by Kittitas County will be utilized for any future FPA submitted to the DNR.
 
Please let me know if there are any questions regarding these comments, and again thanks for the
change to weigh in.
 


Shane
 
Shane Early
Forest Practices Coordinator
Southeast Region
Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
(  (509) 925-0948
*   shane.early@dnr.wa.gov
    www.dnr.wa.gov
Please consider whether you can save paper by not printing this message. 


 
 


From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Thursday, August 12, 2021 8:34 AM



mailto:Shane.Early@dnr.wa.gov
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From: Jim Matthews
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Cc: John Marvin
Subject: Re: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application
Date: Friday, August 13, 2021 8:24:49 AM
Attachments: image001.png


CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.


 


Good Morning Rachael,


Do you have a map and design for the road construction project?  I didn't see it in the materials.  Without this
information it is very difficult to assess the project for environmental effects.


Thank you,


Jim Matthews
Fish Habitat Biologist
Yakama Nation Fisheries Program
401 Fort Road
Toppenish, WA   98948


Office:  (509) 865-5121, ext. 6311
FAX:    (509) 865-6293
email:  matj@yakamafish-nsn.gov


On Thu, Aug 12, 2021 at 8:38 AM Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>
wrote:


Good morning,


 


CDS is requesting comments on the following SEPA application: SE-18-00008 – Sparks
Park.  Links to the file materials can be found below.  The comment period will end August
27, 2021.  CDS will assume your agency does not wish to provide comment if not received
by this date.  Please contact me directly with any questions or issues accessing the
materials.


 


SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Internal Access


 



mailto:matj@yakamafish-nsn.gov

mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us
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From: chris helgeson
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Subject: Sparks Park SE-18-00008/SE-20-00008?
Date: Saturday, August 14, 2021 11:32:25 AM


CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.


 


Rachael,
 
The application number noted in the letter you sent to KCFD3 does not exist, in doing some digging I
found it as SE-18-00008 not SE-20-00008 as it was noted. The only comments I have regarding the
building of a road are;
 
Proper turn arounds and ingress/egress as required by law for Fire/EMS services. Minimum cul de
sac size is 96’ for a fire engine to be able to properly turn around.
Will there be hydrants added on proposed road for future development?
Currently there are large piles of slash and felled timber on the property that is very dry and a fire
risk, what are the plans to mitigate this from happening again (hauling away, chipping)?
 
Chris Helgeson
Fire Chief
Easton Fire
Kittitas County Fire District 3
509-674-8103
 



mailto:kcfd3102@yahoo.com

mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us





From: Downes, Scott G (DFW)
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Subject: RE: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application
Date: Monday, August 16, 2021 1:52:06 PM
Attachments: image001.png


CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.


 


Rachael,
In the file, I don’t see any site plans showing the road location. The SEPA checklist also makes
mention of a drainage report. Could you send or upload the site plans and drainage report so we can
review for impacts?
 
Thanks!
 
Scott
Scott Downes
Fish & Wildlife Habitat Biologist
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Region 3 Habitat Program


1701 South 24th Ave
Yakima, WA  98902-5720
Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov
Office-509-457-9307
Cell-509-607-3578
 
 
 


From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Thursday, August 12, 2021 8:34 AM
To: Pat Nicholson <pat.nicholson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Ryan McAllister
<ryan.mcallister@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Kim Dawson <kim.dawson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; George Long
<long@kittcom.org>; Julie Kjorsvik <julie.kjorsvik@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Toni Berkshire
<toni.berkshire@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jesse Cox <jesse.cox@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Holly Erdman
<Holly.erdman@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Lisa Lawrence <lisa.lawrence@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Patti Stacey
<patti.stacey@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Candie Leader <candie.leader@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Yakima Nation -
Jessica <jessica@yakama.com>; Yakima Nation - J Marvin <jmarvin@yakama.com>; Yakama Nation -
Enviromental Review <enviroreview@yakama.com>; ECY RE SEPA REGISTER
<separegister@ecy.wa.gov>; Clear, Gwen (ECY) <GCLE461@ECY.WA.GOV>; White, Lori (ECY)
<lowh461@ECY.WA.GOV>; ECY RE Former Orchards <formerorchards@ECY.WA.GOV>; Downes,



mailto:Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov
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From: Jessica Lally
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Cc: Corrine Camuso; Hanson, Sydney (DAHP)
Subject: Re: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application
Date: Thursday, August 19, 2021 11:18:17 AM
Attachments: image001.png


CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.


 
Hi Rachael,


Yakama Nation CRP requests a survey. This is located in a high probability area with
archaeological resources in close proximity. It is an area known and previously documented as
having high intensity ancestral use. 


Thank you.


Jessica Lally
Yakama Nation Archaeologist
Cultural Resources Program
509-865-5121 x4766


From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us>
Sent: Thursday, August 12, 2021 8:34 AM
To: Pat Nicholson; Ryan McAllister; Kim Dawson; George Long; Julie Kjorsvik; Toni Berkshire; Jesse
Cox; Holly Erdman; Lisa Lawrence; Patti Stacey; Candie Leader; Jessica Lally; John Marvin;
Environmental Review; SEPA Unit; DOE - gcle; White, Lori (ECY); formerorchards@ecy.wa.gov;
WDFW - Scott Downes; WDFW - Jennifer Nelson; Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW); 'SEPA (DAHP)'; James E
Brooks Library - Jorgenja; James E Brooks Library - Nelmsk; Mike Flory; Jeremy Larson; Steph Mifflin;
Mau, Russell E (DOH); brietta.carter@dph.wa.gov; rivers@dnr.wa.gov; shane.early@dnr.wa.gov;
sepacenter@dnr.wa.gov; Allison Kimball (brooksideconsulting@gmail.com);
(tribune@nkctribune.com); Terry Hamberg; Megan Woodruff; legals@kvnews.com;
deborah.j.knaub@usace.army.mil; Hendrix, Leah D; mark.a.gradwohl.civ@mail.mil;
Kimberly.peacher@navy.mil; Lynn.Harmon@PARKS.WA.GOV; simonettam@eastonsd.org;
kdkistler@bpa.gov; klarned@fs.fed.us; 'Jacob Prilucik'; Jeff Kozma; Jim Matthews; Holly Barrick;
eric.keller@dnr.wa.gov
Subject: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application
 
Good morning,
 
CDS is requesting comments on the following SEPA application: SE-18-00008 – Sparks Park.  Links
to the file materials can be found below.  The comment period will end August 27, 2021.  CDS will
assume your agency does not wish to provide comment if not received by this date.  Please contact



mailto:Jessica_Lally@Yakama.com
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Rachael Stevie (CD)


From: Downes, Scott G (DFW) <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 12:41 PM
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Cc: Jeremy Johnston
Subject: RE: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application


CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click links, open attachments, fulfill 
requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender and have verified the content is safe. 
 
 
 
 
Rachael, 
Thank you for the coordination and help on this. 
 
Scott 
Scott Downes 
Fish & Wildlife Habitat Biologist 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Region 3 Habitat Program 
1701 South 24th Ave 
Yakima, WA  98902-5720 
Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov 
Office-509-457-9307 
Cell-509-607-3578 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 12:40 PM 
To: Downes, Scott G (DFW) <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov> 
Cc: Jeremy Johnston <jeremy.johnston@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Subject: RE: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application 
 
External Email 
 
Hi Scott, 
 
I sent the applicant an email last week and left them a phone message yesterday.  I have still not heard back from them, so 
I am going to mail a physical letter requesting the information and putting the application on hold until they provide the 
requested information.  Once they do provide the additional information, you will be given a chance to review the 
materials and provide your comments. 
 
Thanks and sorry about that! 
 
 
  Planner I 
  Kittitas County 
  Community Development Services 
  411 N. Ruby Street; Suite 2 
  Ellensburg, WA 98926 
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  509-962-7637 
  rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Downes, Scott G (DFW) <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 24, 2021 12:34 PM 
To: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Subject: RE: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click links, open attachments, fulfill 
requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender and have verified the content is safe. 
 
 
 
 
Rachael, 
Reaching out since the comment deadline is on the 27th (3 days). Have they sent any of the requested materials? If not, 
WDFW does not see that the materials uploaded (no site plan, no drainage report) are sufficient  to be able to comment 
on habitat and natural resource issues. Thus WDFW requests that either the commenting deadline be extended to a 
reasonable period past when they send the supporting documents or that the application be withdrawn/put on hold and 
reopened when that supporting documents are uploaded. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Scott 
Scott Downes 
Fish & Wildlife Habitat Biologist 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Region 3 Habitat Program 
1701 South 24th Ave 
Yakima, WA  98902-5720 
Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov 
Office-509-457-9307 
Cell-509-607-3578 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Friday, August 20, 2021 11:49 AM 
To: Downes, Scott G (DFW) <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov> 
Subject: Re: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application 
 
External Email 
 
Hello! 
 
I have not heard back from them yet. I will reach out by phone today. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Rachael 
________________________________ 
From: Downes, Scott G (DFW) <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, August 20, 2021 10:48:53 AM 
To: Rachael Stevie (CD) 
Subject: RE: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application 
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click links, open attachments, fulfill 
requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender and have verified the content is safe. 
 
 
 
 
Rachael, 
Have you received any word on these documents? Without them, I don't think WDFW will have enough information to 
decide whether or not we have comments on this project. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Scott 
Scott Downes 
Fish & Wildlife Habitat Biologist 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Region 3 Habitat Program 
1701 South 24th Ave 
Yakima, WA  98902-5720 
Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov 
Office-509-457-9307 
Cell-509-607-3578 
 
 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Monday, August 16, 2021 2:33 PM 
To: Downes, Scott G (DFW) <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov> 
Cc: Nathan Weis <nathan@inlandcell.com> 
Subject: Re: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application 
 
External Email 
 
Good afternoon Mr. Weis, 
 
Please provide the documents requested below for further review. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Rachael Stevie 
________________________________ 
From: Downes, Scott G (DFW) <Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 16, 2021 1:51:59 PM 
To: Rachael Stevie (CD) 
Subject: RE: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click links, open attachments, fulfill 
requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender and have verified the content is safe. 
 
 
 
Rachael, 
In the file, I don't see any site plans showing the road location. The SEPA checklist also makes mention of a drainage 
report. Could you send or upload the site plans and drainage report so we can review for impacts? 
 







From: Holly Erdman
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Cc: Jesse Cox
Subject: RE: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application
Date: Wednesday, August 25, 2021 12:01:16 PM
Attachments: image001.png


Rachael,
 
Public health has reviewed this application and does not have any comments or concerns at this
time.
 
Thank you,
 
Holly Erdman
 


From: Rachael Stevie (CD) <rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us> 
Sent: Thursday, August 12, 2021 8:34 AM
To: Pat Nicholson <pat.nicholson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Ryan McAllister
<ryan.mcallister@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Kim Dawson <kim.dawson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; George Long
<long@kittcom.org>; Julie Kjorsvik <julie.kjorsvik@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Toni Berkshire
<toni.berkshire@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jesse Cox <jesse.cox@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Holly Erdman
<Holly.erdman@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Lisa Lawrence <lisa.lawrence@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Patti Stacey
<patti.stacey@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Candie Leader <candie.leader@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Yakima Nation -
Jessica <jessica@yakama.com>; Yakima Nation - J Marvin <jmarvin@yakama.com>; Yakama Nation -
Enviromental Review <enviroreview@yakama.com>; SEPA Unit <sepaunit@ecy.wa.gov>; DOE - gcle
<gcle461@ecy.wa.gov>; White, Lori (ECY) <lowh461@ECY.WA.GOV>; formerorchards@ecy.wa.gov;
WDFW - Scott Downes <scott.downes@dfw.wa.gov>; WDFW - Jennifer Nelson
<jennifer.nelson@dfw.wa.gov>; Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW) <Elizabeth.Torrey@dfw.wa.gov>; 'SEPA
(DAHP)' <sepa@dahp.wa.gov>; James E Brooks Library - Jorgenja <jorgenja@cwu.edu>; James E
Brooks Library - Nelmsk <nelmsk@cwu.edu>; Mike Flory <mike.flory@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Jeremy
Larson <jeremy.larson@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Steph Mifflin <stephanie.mifflin@co.kittitas.wa.us>; Mau,
Russell E (DOH) <Russell.Mau@DOH.WA.GOV>; brietta.carter@dph.wa.gov; rivers@dnr.wa.gov;
shane.early@dnr.wa.gov; sepacenter@dnr.wa.gov; Allison Kimball
(brooksideconsulting@gmail.com) <brooksideconsulting@gmail.com>; (tribune@nkctribune.com)
<tribune@nkctribune.com>; Terry Hamberg <terry@nkctribune.com>; Megan Woodruff
<mwoodruff@kvnews.com>; legals@kvnews.com; deborah.j.knaub@usace.army.mil; Hendrix, Leah
D <lhendrix@usbr.gov>; mark.a.gradwohl.civ@mail.mil; Kimberly.peacher@navy.mil;
Lynn.Harmon@PARKS.WA.GOV; simonettam@eastonsd.org; kdkistler@bpa.gov; klarned@fs.fed.us;
'Jacob Prilucik' <SCPlanning@wsdot.wa.gov>; kozj@yakamafish-nsn.gov; matj@yakamafish-nsn.gov;
barh@yakamafish-nsn.gov; eric.keller@dnr.wa.gov
Subject: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application
 
Good morning,
 
CDS is requesting comments on the following SEPA application: SE-18-00008 – Sparks Park.  Links
to the file materials can be found below.  The comment period will end August 27, 2021.  CDS will
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Page 1 of 1 
 
411 North Ruby Street, Suite 1 TEL (509) 962-7523 
Ellensburg, WA  98926 FAX (509) 962-7663  
 


KITTITAS COUNTY 


DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 


M E M O R A N D U M 


 


TO:  Community Development Services 
FROM:  Public Works Plan Review Team 
DATE:  August 26, 2021 
SUBJECT: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park 


SEPA Application Comments 


• The proposed access shall meet or exceed current Kittitas County Road and Bridge 
Standards. 


• An approved access permit shall be required from the Kittitas County Department of 
Public Works prior to creating any new access. Access permit AC-21-00020 is currently 
under review for the subject parcel.  


• Grading over 500 cubic yards of material requires engineered grading and stormwater 
plans. See Kittitas County Code Chapter 14.05. No grading is to occur until the 
application is reviewed and issued. Grading permit GP-21-00004 is currently under 
review for the subject parcel. 


• Stormwater submittal is to comply with the Stormwater Management Manual for 
Eastern Washington (SWMMEW). 


• Please be aware that a traffic impact analysis (TIA) may be required at the time the 
intended use of this access is determined. A TIA is required for projects generating more 
than 9 vehicle trips per peak hour. Mitigation of any impacts identified in the TIA are 
required. 


Please contact Kittitas County Public Works (509) 962-7523 with any questions. 







 


 


State of Washington • Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 


P.O. Box 48343 • Olympia, Washington  98504-8343 • (360) 586-3065 


www.dahp.wa.gov 


 


 
August 26, 2021 


 
Rachael Stevie 
Planner I 


Kittitas County 
411 Ruby St. Suite 2 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 
 
In future correspondence please refer to: 
Project Tracking Code:        2021-08-05769 
Property: Kittitas County_Sparks Park Commercial Access Road (SE-18-00008) 
Re:          Survey Requested 
 
Dear Rachael Stevie: 
 
Thank you for contacting the Washington State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) and 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (DAHP) and providing documentation 


regarding the above referenced project. These comments are based on the information 
available at the time of this review and on behalf of the SHPO in conformance Washington State 
law. Should additional information become available, our assessment may be revised. 
 
Our statewide predictive model indicates that there is a high probability of encountering cultural 
resources within the proposed project area. Further, the scale of the proposed ground disturbing 
actions would destroy any archaeological resources present. Identification during construction is 
not a recommended detection method because inadvertent discoveries often result in costly 
construction delays and damage to the resource. Therefore, we recommend a professional 
archaeological survey of the project area be conducted and a report be produced prior to 
ground disturbing activities. This report should meet DAHP’s Standards for Cultural Resource 
Reporting. 


 
We also recommend that any historic buildings or structures (45 years in age or older) located 
within the project area are evaluated for eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places on Historic Property Inventory (HPI) forms. We highly encourage the SEPA lead agency 
to ensure that these evaluations are written by a cultural resource professional meeting the SOI 
Professional Qualification Standards in Architectural History. 
 
Please note that the recommendations provided in this letter reflect only the opinions of DAHP. 
Any interested Tribes may have different recommendations. We appreciate receiving any 
correspondence or comments from Tribes or other parties concerning cultural resource issues 
that you receive. 
 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. Please ensure that the DAHP Project 
Tracking Number is shared with any hired cultural resource consultants and is attached to any 
communications or submitted reports. Please also ensure that any reports, site forms, and/or 
historic property inventory (HPI) forms are uploaded to WISAARD by the consultant(s).   



https://dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/CR%20Update%20Dec%202019%20.pdf

https://dahp.wa.gov/sites/default/files/CR%20Update%20Dec%202019%20.pdf

https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_9.htm

https://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/arch_stnds_9.htm





 


State of Washington • Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 


P.O. Box 48343 • Olympia, Washington  98504-8343 • (360) 586-3065 


www.dahp.wa.gov 


  


 
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 
Sydney Hanson 
Transportation Archaeologist 


(360) 280-7563 
Sydney.Hanson@dahp.wa.gov 
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KITTITAS COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA  98926 


CDS@CO.KITTITAS.WA.US 
Office (509) 962-7506 


Fax (509) 962-7682 “Building Partnerships – Building Communities” 


 
 
August 27, 2021 
 
 
 
Rachael Stevie 
Staff Planner 
Kittitas County Community Development Services 
411 No Ruby Street, Suite 2 
Ellensburg WA 98926 
 
 
RE: SEPA SE-18-00008 Sparks Park 
 
 
Dear Ms. Stevie, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above listed SEPA Application. 
 
After review of the SEPA application, it appears there is no building construction currently planned. 
CDS Building Division has no comments. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you have any further questions. 
 
 
 


 
Mike Flory 
Building Official 







From: Downes, Scott G (DFW)
To: Rachael Stevie (CD)
Cc: Torrey, Elizabeth M (DFW)
Subject: RE: SE-18-00008 Sparks Park - Notice of Application WDFW Comments
Date: Tuesday, August 31, 2021 10:21:09 AM


CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Kittitas County network. Do not click
links, open attachments, fulfill requests, or follow guidance unless you recognize the sender
and have verified the content is safe.


 


Rachael,
Thank you for sending over the additional documents (road plan and the drainage report) for review.
Here are WDFW comments:
 


1. The area is located in WDFW PHS designated Elk Wintering Area. While the road itself may
not have significant impacts to the habitat, the road is likely to lead to future development
(even mentions likely future development in the drainage report). The entire plan (road and
future development) needs to be evaluated together and how the habitat impacts potentially
can be offset. If only the road is being evaluated now, WDFW requests that at least a
placeholder to acknowledge the designated PHS habitat and a condition that the applicant
must work with WDFW to minimize impacts for future development and mitigate for those
habitat impacts that cannot be minimized.


2. Drainage, similar comment on evaluating overall impacts. The drainage report indicates that
subsequent development is likely to follow the road building, however is only evaluating the
impacts of removed trees and impervious surfaces for the road. A drainage report should not
be piecemealed and the entire development of the site should be evaluated for runoff
impacts. Drainage from this property is likely to flow through I-90 culverts towards Lake
Easton and it is important to evaluate if those culverts are adequately sized and thus a
drainage report needs to evaluate all planned activities that will result in land clearing and
building of impervious surfaces to adequately evaluate impacts. Thus, WDFW believes that
the conclusion of the drainage report: “The project will not add significant runoff to the
existing drainage system” is premature and possibly inaccurate until a full drainage report for
all planned activities is conducted.


 
In conclusion, WDFW believes that this road building needs to be combined with environmental
review of the other planned development of the parcel to accurately evaluate impacts to both PHS
wildlife habitat and potential drainage issues to areas like Lake Easton.
 
Thank you. If you have any questions, my contact information is below.
 
Scott
Scott Downes
Fish & Wildlife Habitat Biologist



mailto:Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov

mailto:rachael.stevie.cd@co.kittitas.wa.us

mailto:Elizabeth.Torrey@dfw.wa.gov





Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife
Region 3 Habitat Program


1701 South 24th Ave
Yakima, WA  98902-5720
Scott.Downes@dfw.wa.gov
Office-509-457-9307
Cell-509-607-3578
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